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Gender approach to the human right to peace1
I

The Spanish Society for the Advancement of International Human Rights Law
(SSIHRL), with the support of the Catalonian Agency for Cooperation to Development,
adopted on 30 October 2006 the “Luarca Declaration on the Human Right to Peace” as
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the culmination of a process of extensive consultations with Spanish civil society,
including the organization of six expert seminars in different regions2.

Following the adoption of the Luarca Declaration, the SSIHRL has continued
the process of consultations with international civil society through the organization of
conferences and expert seminars on the human right to peace in all regions of the world3.
In February 2009 the SSIHRL will call for a World NGO Conference in Geneva to take
stock of inputs received from international civil society and to adopt the final text of the
Universal Declaration on the Human Right to Peace. The new text will thus better
represent the aspirations of civil society as a whole. The text would be further submitted
to the UN human rights competent bodies urging them to initiate the formal codification
of the human right to peace.

On 15 March 2007 the Luarca Declaration was first submitted to the fourth
session of the Human Rights Council in an oral statement by UNESCO Etxea on behalf
of the SSIHRL. It has been complemented by written statements submitted to the fourth
session (A/HRC/4/NGO/85, of 8 March 2007), the fifth session (A/HRC/5/NGO/9, of 6
June 2007) and the sixth session of the HR Council (A/HRC/6/NGO/33 and
A/HRC/6/NGO/34 of 5 September 2007). They were endorsed by a growing number of
non-governmental organizations.

Moreover, several parallel meetings were organized at the Palais de Nations in
Geneva during the sessions of the HR Council. Firstly, on 15 March 2007, both the
SSIHRL and the International Society of Human Rights (Frankfurt) called for an open
Information Meeting on the Luarca Declaration. Secondly, on 16 March 2007 the
SSIHRL organised a technical meeting with NGO and human rights experts with a view
to building a common strategy for a world-wide campaign on the human right to peace.
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Thirdly, on 11 June 2007 both UNESCO Etxea and SSIHRL organised an additional
parallel event focused on the relationship between peace and solidarity rights4. Fourthly,
on 12 September 2007 a roundtable on the legal content of the human right to peace was
organised by SSIHRL with collaboration of UNESCO Liaison Office in Geneva 5. And
fifthly, on 21 September 2007 the SSIHRL organised the commemoration of the
International Day of Peace at the Council Chamber of the Palais de Nations6.

II

Women’s peace movements have raised major issues on war around the world,
notably when war and conflict situations have been increasing. Without doubt, these
movements to wage peace have been able to accomplish significant and historical
inroads in impacting public opinion. For instance, the UN Security Council Resolution
1325 of bringing a gender perspective into peace negotiations is an evident outcome of
this movement.

Unfortunately, inequality is particularly gendered in war and conflict which
severely compromises women’s right to sustainable development. Even though women
provide the unpaid service in times of peace such as search for water and the
preparation of food and energy conservation, it is intensified during conflict since
peacekeeping infrastructure is often destroyed.

Along with the deepening violence women experience during war, the long-term
effects of conflict and militarization create a culture of violence that renders women
especially vulnerable after war, because institutions of governance and law are
weakened and social fragmentation is pronounced. The maintenance of peace and
security is crucial for the protection of the human rights of women and girl children, as
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well as for the elimination of all forms of violence against them and of their use as a
weapon of war7.

The interest of involving women and girls in the peace processes often stems
from their experiences of armed conflict, whether primarily as victims or as armed
participants. They are aware of the potentials for transformation and reform in periods
of peacemaking. As the Platform for Action of Beijing indicates “the girl child of today
is the woman of tomorrow. The skills, ideas and energy of the girl child are vital for full
attainment of the goals of equality, development and peace”8.

Women have a unique opportunity to become organized in peace movements to
focus on shared social experiences. Women have common barriers based on cultural
relativism and thus create networks of solidarity that are able to cross invisible borders.
The Forward-looking Strategies on Equality, Development and Peace of Nairobi states
that women should be completely integrated into the development process in order to
strengthen peace and security in the world. Thus, the realization of equal rights for
women at all levels and in all areas of life contributes to the achievement of a just and
lasting peace9.

The most critical deterrent to the right to peace, however, is the inequality that
remains in the mental attitudes and behaviour that perpetuate the notion of power that
deprives others of the enjoyment of their basic human rights and human dignity. It
follows that equality between women and men is a matter of human rights and a
condition for social justice and is also a necessary and fundamental prerequisite for
equality, development and peace. The preamble of the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women highlights that “the welfare of the world
and the cause of peace require the maximum participation of women on equal terms
with men in all fields”.
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As Article 14 of the 2006 Luarca Declaration on the Human Right to Peace
states:
“1. All persons belonging to vulnerable groups have the right to an analysis of
the specific effects on enjoyment of their rights of the different forms of violence to
which they are subject, and to the adoption of measures in that respect, including
recognition of their right to participate in the adoption of those measures.
2. In particular, the specific contribution of women to the peaceful settlement of
disputes shall be promoted”

We therefore urge the United Nations to involve more women in the promotion
of international co-operation, the development of friendly relations among nations, the
strengthening of international peace and disarmament10. We also urge all Member States
of the United Nations to take meaningful steps to recognize the positive impact of
gender approach in relation to the human right to peace. In this connection, we welcome
the UN Security Council call to reaffirm the important role of women in the prevention
and resolution of conflicts and in peace-building, and to stress the importance of their
equal participation and full involvement in all efforts for the maintenance and
promotion of peace and security, and the need to increase their role in decision-making
with regard to conflict prevention and resolution11.
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